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THE 


FREEHOLDER'S 


ADDRESS Ec. 


5 H E time being x at hand, when you 
are to chuſe a Perſon proper to Repreſent 
— you in Parliament; I think I can't em- 


ploy a ſpare Hour, better than in giving ſome ne- 


ceſſary Cautions in an Affair which does not al- 
way offer it ſelf to our conſideration; and there- 
fore you'll be the readier to excuſe thatfreedomof 
thought and expreſſion, which ought to bejudg'd 
indilffrently to every body upon theſe occaſions, - 


Iam my ſelf a Free-Holder, and for that very 
reaſon have a natural right to examine into the 
merits of the reſpe/Five Candidates, for this impor- 
tant truſt: Youall of you know (or at leaſt ought 


to know ) that he who has the truſt committed 
to him, of making laws for the reſt of his Fellow» 


Citizens ; ſhould be at leaſt ſo far equal to ſuch a 


truſt, as to admit of no objections againſt either 
On AS: his 


— — 


5 his eapacity-or IS] SLE ahi be 


V oy 
made 
to his fortune or circumſtances : TI muſt be fo free 
to tell you, were I to have my own choice, I 
ſhould 1 be willinger to elect a perſon with the firſt 
of theſe qualifications, and the reaſon (as I take it) 
is becauſe ſuch a man will be preſumed to take 
every opportunity of diſtinguiſhing himſelf, when 
ever the intereſt or honor of his Country ſhall call 
upon hip to ds ſq; that is, upon the ſuppoſition 
he is of that ſort of men that will happen to be 
properly affected with the love of praiſe; ſuch a 
— 4 and diſpoſition of mind muſt be. intirely 
ene 2 and indeed as the world 958 
there are Tam a fraid, but few perſons ſo much in 
love with glory and reputation, as to forego any 
other advantages when they ſhall 1 to come 
in competition with hem. 5 


From What 18 already offered, this Wo 
| Wnſeguchge. may be infered vi. That when 
ever ſuch a man is to be found, "and at the ſame 
time in tollerable eaſy. circumſtances, he is un- 
deubtedly the perſon we oug hit to chuſe, I muſt not 
Here omit ſome other qualifications requiſite to 
form the character of our Repreſentative, Hc 
Should then be a man well verſed in the ſtudy of 


tte aur ant conſtitutions, there ſhould be added 


to ſuch a knowledge, an eaſy elocution ; for there 
Are charms in eloquence . eaſier to be ' conceived 
than expreſſed, ' and indeed this one endowment 
will carry a ma a great way in ſuch an Aſſembly; 
J muſt not oft remarking that this ſingle Zalent 
of eloquence, is of it ſelf ſo conſiderable a part, that 
all the reſt ſeem to be of 1 no manner of uſe. wich. 


5 1 
out it? For Godlake, of what ſarvice in life would 


be a yea, or nay, rich man, to you who comes 


into the Senate · bouſe of a morning, to fit as a ſpec- 
tator till noon; he is juſt as ſerviceable as the 
; people are, who come there only to hear the de- 


ates: Is it not notorious that ſuch men ſo unqua- 
lified can have any pretenſions to a place, which 


nature never defigned them for? But forſooth they 


are men of large eſtates, (that may be) and at the 


ſame time may be very great block-heads' that's 


ſo clear a point as I believe no body but them 
ſelves will diſpute it, and tho' I would not have 


you to make choice of a dull rich fellow, it will 
not therefore follow, that you muſt neceſſarily 
chuſe an ingenious needy man, no, I wou'd have 


him equal to the place, and then again above the 


bennlatton of a bribe. * 


1 muſt confeſs that the Jogenarita: RG we live 
in, makes nothing ſhameful but poverty; and 
pray what have been the happy fruits of theſe de- 


praved notions? Why truly, a few people more 


cunning and leſs honeſt than the reſt of their coun- 
trymen, have got for themſelves great eſtates, at 


the expence of every tender ſentiment ariſing From 


 bumanity and good nature, pray do the communi- 
cate to their needy. brethren ! ſo far from doing ſo; 


that the wretchedneſs of the poor, and the luxury 
of the rich, were: neyer ſo near their different ex- 
treams, you may perceive a perfect indolence and 
inſenſibility among the later, and do but 


the proſpect, you ſee nothing but diſcontent, de- 


jection, and diſpair, among the former, who un- 
der . preſent nher f N ee ſeem re- 


ſolved 
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| ſolved rather to quit 
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& Country, than bear the 
inſupportable load of oppreſſion and want 1 


ſhon'd not have entered into this 3 ww 


that the preſent ſituation. of our affairs makes it 


to ſay ſomething proper to inſpire grou. 


with a ſaudabſe  averiidn to thoſe inſenfible*/ava- 


rangers to benevolence, and enemies urch 
2 hoſpitaliry, which our fore - fathers have 


bern ſo famed for. Now then make the appli- 


eati6n your ſelves, and let. every man aſk himſelf 
or his neighbour this ſingle queſtion, whether - 


| trelind ever more wanted ſome great and good men 


to ftand up for it's intereſt? The anſwer is fo ob- 
vious, there will be no occaſion to mention it, 


therefore : conceive is of great importance. 


1585 t not 4 5 that every man who is a em- 
ber of the community and has a flake in the city, 


owes to himſelf, to his fellow-citizens and to 


poſterity, to do what in him lies for promoting 


the common good, and oppaſing any intereſt that 


rs to him inconſiſtent with that of the Pub- 


lick, and will not that man act contrary both to | 


his duty and his intereſt (and if he be a free-man to 
the expreſe renor of his bath) who where there is 


a competition between candidates, gives his vote 


upon any ſelfiſb views, or at any body's inſtigation 
for Pax rſon whom he believes in his conſcience 
to be leſs capable and kkely to ſerve the city well, 


} thar's competitor, and eſpecially who fides with a - 


the ſucceſs of whoſe deſigns he's convinced 
will be judicial to the publicł, and tend to per- 
thoſe abuſes, the removal and prevention of 
e 0 nl citizen. can't but wiſh for 1275 8 


| - 2. 5 - ; 
(if he bo conſiſtent with bunſelf) heartly - endear 
„„ 
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I my fellow citizens will when this paper 
comes to their hands fit down, and deliberately | 
8p oxer theErules gue by, ans, ane with hows "| 
or partialty towards either of the contending par- | 
ties, aſk his own opinion concerning each of Hm, 
reſolving to vote and act on this occaſion agree * 
able to the dictates of his own judgment and not ||] 
in compliance with other men's importunities or 
perſwralions. I ſhall be in no pain about the iſſus 
of the preſentelection, but takę it for grantedthat every 
man of common ſenſe and honeſty will withaut 
any body's telling him which way to vote, take 
the right fide of the queſtion, and favour the 
pretenſions of the candidates whom it is the ins 
tereſt of the city to chuſe for their repręſentatives. 


Leet me entreat you gentlemen, to deal candidly - 
in this matter, and to behave with a prudence and - 
_ reſolution worthy of citizens: Suffer not your» 
{elves to be either cajoled by the flattering pratetle 
ces of art ful men who by fair ſpeeches endeayour 
to impoſe upon you, or terrifyed hy the threats 
of thoſe that are land- lording you into a compli- 
ance with their deſires. Be juſt to your ſelves 
and ſtand by your own rights and liberties, as be- 
comes Proteſtant free- men and free-holders, that 
know the value of their priviledges, and think 
them worth contending for. Let not paſſion pre. 
Judice or any little private intereſt govern you on 
this impoptant occaſion. Believe not every idle 
report, nor take any thing for granted that affects 
the preſent queſtion till you ſee it well proved. 
Lues are only the ſtrength of a cauſe that wants 
TRL rn e tn, We on eng 


Ce, Hp 

Funde en perth K. | Regard not the falfe and 
malicious inſinuation of thoſe ho are for making 
this election a party cauſe betwixt the church and 
the diſſenters. Can any thing be more abſurd 
than ſuch a repreſentation or can there be a groſſer 
impoſition upon your underſtanding, than the at- 
tempting to perſwade you that this is the caſe, 
when the contrary is as viſible as day * to ny 
man that bas his 1 . | 
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+220 1 can eie you, J ſcorn either to detract 7 or 

N Aber, their perſons are alike to me, I wiſh them 
all well, but * ould have you impartially to con- 
fider vhich is the moſt proper perſon: and not 

do vote for favour or affection, but according to 
3 the beſt of your N for the 22 of Fins 
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